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On 30 April 195&, @ New York Timeg article bearing the date line Moscow,
April 29, reported the discov

divide, ranging 2 1/2-3 kilometers in height
and Greenland. '

current Soviet literature revealed that the New York Times

}
S from an article Published in Pravaa and in

Izvestiya on 29 April under the headline "In the Presidium of the Academy of
etion of the original article is appended.

hed for information rel- : ¢
evant to the research and future Plans mentioned in the original article, but
no additional datg were found.

; %
However, in the course of a review of Other writings on Arctic research
and exploration, an earlier work bv 7. p, Papanin (2) was found t0 contein the
following brief r

eference tan occurrence shich might well have. prefaced the
discovery of the undervater divide:

» DUt it 5t111 reacheg 3 1/2 kilometers. gn 8 November

ly discovered that the depth of the ocean
had decrpased to 2,380 meters. This was Very unexpected! We thought that pos -
sibly the ice floe had approacheq the slope of the continental shelf off Green- :

on being carried stil] closer to the :
»500 neters wag again disclosed. Tt became obvious that

continental shelf anf that
over great depths. op 8 November, we hg

d merely Dassed over an undervater ele-
vation rising a full kilometer above the ocean floor surrounding it " ;

From the date of that
of the Academy of Sciences,

expedition until ¢
USSR, a lapse of

he announcement from the Presidium
nearly 17 years, there has beep

-1 -
CLASSIFICATION =1
STATE Ny | [wsra DISTRIBUTION
ARMY AR l FBI

- 700200089-0 L
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/08/31 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000



! l L ..‘; ., . T ' R -
se 201 08/31 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700200089 O

! "

aitized Copy Approved for Relea

50X1-HUM
]'- N

which reference to the Papanin expedition ang discovery would have been rele-
vent, but did not appear  For example. s survaey of USSR Oceanographic researches
between 1617 ang 1947 appeared ip 1948 (3); in September 1948, v. y, Saks pub-
lished a popular article on underwater valleys (4); in November 1949, Prof'y. m.
Shtokman wrote of the influence of Sea bottoms on the direction of sea currents
(5); in Juy 1950, Prof V. N. Nikitin discussed soundings in the north Arctic

Perevalov's review of the thirg edition of I. yu. Vize's book Seas of the
Soviet Arctic, mentions neither the 1937 observations nor Arctic studies of
1948 That Ted to the discovery of the divide (8). A March 1954 report, (9) on
the second volume(covering physical ge€ography of oceans) of the authoritative
Morskoy Atlas {Sea Atlas), devoted in Part to the physical geography of the
Arctic Ocean, makes no reference to the divide or to Telated studies and plans,

Particular aspects, e.g., deep sea sounding (10), are frequently encountered,
but areas or application or reference are not discussged,

It is of interest to note that an exploration on the Kurile-Kamchatks De.
bression conducted by the Pacific Ocean Expedition of 1949-1952 under the aug-
pices of the Institute of Oceanology, Academy of Sciences USSR, has recently
been described in some detail (11), but there is no mention of g parallel Arctic
expedition.

I.D. Papanin,born 1894, vas leader of' the 1937-1938 drifting station expedition.
The stature or his work as an Arctic explorer can uve weasured by tne fact that
he was titleq Hero of the Soviet Union and twice awarded the Order of Lenip.

an konor far abcve theé level of hig formal education. In March 1938, he was
named First Deputy Chief, and g year later, Chief of the Main Adninistration of
the Northern Sea Route (12). His early work in the Arctic has been mentioned
in & Russian publication as lately as 1950 (13), but there is no reference to
any subsequent activity.

It should be noted that the most recent (May and June 1954) issues of the
Russian periodical Priroda (Nature), @ normal vehicle for the reporting of in-

formation of the type treated here, likewise contain no inkling of pertinent '\
Soviet research in the Arctic area.
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APPENDIX. IN THE PRESIDIUM_QF THE

during the postwar period, ma

Scientific Research Institute,
under the Main Administration of the Northern Sea Route. 4As a result of the ex-

peditions conducted and of the prolonged operations of g scientific station on
drifting ice, complex investigationg have been carried out in previocusly inac-
cessible regions of the central Arctic.

to Greenland;
om which divide the ocean into

chart of the depths of the cen-

several deep-water troughs.
tral part of the Arctic Ocea

n has been made,
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polar region toward the Canadian Arctic archipelago; at the same tipge it was
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Confirmation vas given to the hypothesis of Soviet scientists concerning ! .’_ﬂ!
of the 8eOmagnetic fielg in the Centrai Arctic.. They dis- ;

il
established that ng "second magnetic pole" exists in the Arctic. peyw interest-

.

]
ing data have been obtaineq on thé character Of the magnetic disturbances gt .‘
high latitudes,

N v— |
During operations op drifting ice in the central Arctic, various repre- : i
Sentatives of the animel worlg in the polar region were encountered at great

distances from tpe coast (up to 1,000 and more kilometers); white bears, polar

foxes, seals, sea hares, ducks, terns, snow buntings, ang "sayki." T, the

vides the central part of the Arctic Ocean into two isolateqd basins. Data have

been collected for the first time on the bottom fauna of the eastern part of
the Arctie Basin.,

Biological observations of Soviet scientistg have verified the views con-
cerning the extreme boverty of life i the Central Arctic,

closely by the Soviet scientists with the national economy, primarily witp the
servicing of navigation along the Northern geg Route by means or weather fore-

The Presidium of the Academy of Sciences USSR noteg that the investigations
have leg to very great scientific discoveries, a5 a result of which many previous
notions concerning the nature of the central part of the Arctie Ocean are subject
to review. The Proposal of the Arctic Scientific Research Institute that the
underwater mountain range pe named Podvodnyy Khrebet imeny M.Y. Lomonosova, after
M.V, Lomonosov, the founder of Arctic oceanography, wag accepted.

,
The presidium approved the Plan for further research operations in the Cen-
tral Arctic and directed g number of institutes of t

to amplify their investigationsg in the Arctie.

In the current year, the Main Administration of the Northern Ses Route, un-~
der the Ministry or the Sea ang River Fleet, will undertake new research opera--
tions in the Centra] Arctic. Tt jig Planned that the scientiric stations of the
Arctic Institute, which wij) conduct research according to ap extensive brogranm,
will be located on drifting sea ice. Tpe future Systematie study of the high-
latitude regions of the Arctic Ocean has important significance for weather fore-

casting and for the prediction of the state of jce masses on the Northern Seg
Route.
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